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The s ingle-s tory neo-c lass ica l brick and stone building t h a t s tands on the 

south s ide of Prince William Street across from the courthouse was bu i l t for the 

Peoples Bank of Somerset dur ing the ea r ly years of the twentieth century. Similar 

to the courthouse, dark red brick cont ras ts with the sandstone columns and trim 

t h a t h igh l igh t the window and door openings. The temple-front bank res t s on a 

g r a n i t e foundation. 

Elstablished in 1895, the Peoples Bank of Somerset was organized by Oliver T. 

Beauchamp, Hampden P. Dashiel l , and Robert F . Duer. In the same year , B. Frank 

Lankford sold, to the Peoples Bank for $500 the bui lding and lo t which the bank 

ut i l ized un t i l construction of the brick s t ruc ture . After the bank closed in 1933, 

t he bui ld ing has bjeen used as the Somerset County Department of Health, and more 

recen t ly , as the Somerset County Commissioners office. 
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4. NOTABLE FEATURES, HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE AND DESCRIPTION OPEN TO PUBLIC n o 

The somerset County Department of Heilth building appears to have begun 

llfeas a banking establishment, resembling several of the early twentieth 

century banks in the small towns of Somerset and Worcester Counties. It is in 

the Classical revival style, as its neighbor, the Courthouse, and is built 

of mottled red brick on a granite foundation. Lighter stone trim is used throijigh-

out the facade which is three bays wide, having a central door with flanking 

stone icnic columns supporting a pediment. The windows on each side of the 

street entrance have stone jack eirches flanked by brick pilasters with stone 

caps and bases. The cornice is also of stone, but in the rear it becomes 

tin. The rear windows are also modestly finished as they are not intended 

to be seen from the street. It is an interestingly desl^ged and well-constructted 

building and should be included in an inventory of town structures which 

reflect the continuous history of Princess Anne. 
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